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	Description


The “New and Improved” Ultimate II-V-I Primer is finally done.  The purpose of this book is to give beginner to intermediate jazz improvisers a complete and thorough method to learn all the note possibilities in a II-V-I progression in a systematic and organized way.  I have written this book so that it starts with the simplest of exercises and progresses to more advanced exercises as you work through the book.

The book is divided up into 10 lessons.  Each lesson is focused on adding one note to each chord of a II-V-I progression.  I give you a number of patterns for each new note that is added.  The goal of these patterns is to master the new note in relationship with each chord and to add these new notes to the notes mastered in the previous lessons.  I’ve written the patterns out in a number of different combinations that I think sound good.  Mastering these patterns will give you a multitude of melodic options while improvising.

After the patterns in each lesson, I give you 10 examples of how to apply 10 different approaches to the patterns already studied.  These approaches help to connect the chord tones from measure to measure as well as multiplying the various lines and ideas you can use over the progression.

The last section of each lesson is focused on giving you some ideas to use to create more melodic lines.  Many times students who are studying and learning patterns have trouble making the jump from pattern to melodic improvisation.  For this reason, in each lesson I give you 5 melodic lines based off of the patterns and approaches. I give you some insights into why they sound good and how I created them.

This PDF book is a massive 750 pages long because it is written out in all 12 keys.  I suggest just printing out pages 1-78 for the section in C major for a reference and then printing out other keys and pages if you need them later when stuck.

Included with this book are:

40 Play along tracks, 12 of piano at 85bpm, 12 with a trio at 110bpm,  12 with trio at 140bpm and 4 tracks at different tempos of a 12 key play along.

This book is an excellent resource for any student of jazz improvisation.  It will help you  internalize the chords, learn a number of approaches, learn to play melodically and  improve and grow your creativity.  When you have completed this book, you will have laid a great foundation on which you can build.  I hope you enjoy the journey.

Steve
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			Rated 5 out of 5

	
		Jonasson 
				– October 9, 2013
	


	I’ve really had much use of your II-V-I primer book. It has made my ears twice as big and in just one month my technique in all keys has evolved tremendously. I am basically an autodidact, which means i usually skip the “easy bits” and go straight to the things I’m not likely ever to be able to manage. This book has given me the opportunity to start all over again and do things correctly from the start. I’ve spent years on various scales and patterns without much happening, but with this “easy” book and band in a box things are starting to happen. My best lesson ever!    Jonasson 



		

	


	

	

		




		

			Rated 5 out of 5

	
		Frank 
				– October 9, 2013
	


	Just started working on your II-V-I Primer.  It’s absolutely

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaawsome !!!!  Exactly what I was looking for, just right on !!!

I started today and oh boy, I don’t know if I’ll ever play like Bird, but I know I’m gonna enjoy learning and playing my alto like I never did before.

Thank you so much, it’s so great to have people like you in the music community.

Keep up the good work !!! Can’t wait to start my lessons.

Frank



		

	


	

	

		




		

			Rated 5 out of 5

	
		Robert 
		(verified owner) 		– June 22, 2014
	


	“Where did that note come from?  Just one of the question answered just by playing with the play-alongs and reading Steve’s short and very clear notes that accompany the exercises.  This “Primer” is easily worth many times the price. None of this, “Memorize these pages before you start playing” stuff.  You’ll be playing in less time than it takes to wet a reed.  This starting over theme has been great for me. I have a decent ear, but it many times leads me into Clam City.  Starting over (in all keys yet) is giving me a better foundation.  Even if you feel weak in only a key or two, this Primer will be worth much more than you are paying. Steve’s server should be waiting.  You can have this primer in about 10 minutes, including the ton of play-alongs.  And NO, I don’t know Steve, but I am a very satisfied user.



		

	


	

	

		




		

			Rated 5 out of 5

	
		Robert 
		(verified owner) 		– October 10, 2015
	


	I want to thank you for your “Ultimate II-V-I Primer”  which has sent me off on a much better path to improvisation.  The primer and the four bound books I have will keep me busy for a long time.  I like your lessons for two reasons.  The lessons work and THEY ARE FUN.  Thanks again.

Robert



		

	


	

	

		




		

			Rated 5 out of 5

	
		Jim 
				– November 5, 2020
	


	Steve- Your ii V7 I Primer is a great book- I am happy to find a book which addresses these fundamentals logically and sequentially…this is a valuable resource for my teaching. This book addresses the study of chord tones and various approach notes while studying ii-V7-I progressions progressively from the most basic concepts into more advanced ones and subsequently offers practical insights and suggested exercises into using these ideas melodically when improvising over this very common chord progression.

Jim
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		I am enjoying your style of teaching, and you’ve done a great job with the videos….good sound quality and well constructed lessons.  Balances the more guitaristic material found on the majority of guitar based programs.  Jazz vocab is what I’m all about at this point in the journey.  I especially dig the fact that you’ve studied with Bergonzi…helps me see his voluminous output in a more bite sized way.


			Milton

	





		I would like to say that in the last year my sax playing has progressed loads from your lessons. I have had a sax for about 20 years and dabbled with lessons from a few teachers and have learnt very little from them. As you have said in your lessons many teachers tell you to use the blues scale and leave it there, not even showing you the resolution points!!. I am now believing I can in time become a good improviser.

Thanks again,

Shane


			Shane

	





		Thank you for all the educational information you provide.  I am a classically trained musician.  Professionally, I am a 4th and 5th grade band teacher.  I have played piano and sax for many years, but now I am starting to gig out more. I have always improvised by ear in the past. I have gotten by with my strong sense of pitch, rhythm and melodic contour. However, I want to go deeper. I want to play with a greater variety of melodic and rhythmic ideas to pull from.  I have studied to gain a … Read more

			Ray

	





		Hey Steve!
I hope you and your family are well.  I’m just writing to say thank you so much for all the resources you have made available to the saxophone community.
I have been using your material for many years and I always come back to it… in fact I just took a break from practicing to write this…( reviewing “CreatingModern II-V-I Lines with simple pentatonics”.)
I am, and continue to be, one of your raving fans!

Blessings to you and your family this holiday season!

Wishing… Read more

			Gerry Aylward

	





		Thank You Steve. I think that I will be busy for years. Thank You for your great contribution to jazz music. Your books, more than teaching “how to play jazz”, actually teach “how to speak jazz”. I wish I found your methods years ago.  


			Jean-Eric

	





		Two years later I began a search for a sax teacher and happened to come across Steve Neff when I was searching YouTube for sax teachers.  I went to neffmusic.com and was very impressed with the lessons Steve Neff was offering.  The concept of selecting lessons was an approach that I thought was unique and purchased a few lessons.  I liked the lessons so much that I signed-up for a 6 month package.

I was very happy with all the lessons I selected.  I also purchased Steve’s book Mastering the B… Read more

			Michael

	





		After reading your story I will never feel quite right about complaining about any of my MINOR health issues!!    God bless Steve and I really hope that your health doesn’t stop you from fulfilling your calling.    These books have been such a help to open up my jazz vocabulary…   Thanks so much for sharing your story and for providing these great teaching tools…   John Leclerc   Saxophonist / composer/ EWI player and professional working musician of 35 years….


			John Leclerc

	





		Love your lessons!  I have been using your lesson packages for many months now, and am learning a lot.  It is so perfect for me with a very busy adult schedule and difficulty in taking jazz/improv music lessons from reputable instructors who live and hour or more away from me.


			Lenore

	





		Thank you so much for the great job you are doing to help further our jazz studies. Though I make my living as a repairer of musical instruments I am a student of jazz and have been fortunate enough to be involved with a big band and a combo for the last several years. As my children began to leave “the nest” I had decided to dedicate the next half of my life to a more serious study of the sax but I didn’t know exactly how I would go about doing this until a friend of mine turned me onto your si… Read more

			Jon

	





		I have been a member of Neffmusic for more than a year now and have enjoyed every minute of it! I have not only been going thru the Dominant Bebop Scale lessons and book (OUTSTANDING!) but the mouthpiece reviews, solo clips and transcriptions are very interesting. Steve approach to beginning and intermediate improv have given me many new pathways to teach my high school jazz ensemble students. Congratulations Steve, great product!

			Craig

	






Featured Lessons

	
	
	
		



		Mastering the Dominant Pentatonic Sound over a Blues (Digital PDF Book)
	

			Rated 5.00 out of 5
	
	$19.99 $14.99
	
	
	
	
		



		The Secret to Modern Outside Jazz Lines Lesson-Minor
	

				
	$9.99
	
	
	
	
		



		Creating Modern II-V-I Lines with Simple Pentatonics Lesson
	

			Rated 5.00 out of 5
	
	$9.99
	
	
	
	
		



		The Best Embouchure for Tone, Intonation and Endurance Lesson
	

			Rated 4.91 out of 5
	
	$9.99
	
	
	
	
		



		The Secret to Altissimo (no one has ever told you about before) Lesson
	

			Rated 4.75 out of 5
	
	$9.99
	



				Lesson Series Deals-Save Big on Select Lessons




		

Product Categories

Select a category
50% Off Gift Card  (1)
Beginner Improvisation Series  (55)
   Beginner Improvisation-Alto Sax  (19)
   Beginner Improvisation-Tenor Sax  (28)
Jazz Books (PDF Downloads)  (16)
Jazz Lessons  (414)
   4 Note Groupings  (4)
   Approach Notes  (32)
   Bebop Scales  (39)
   Blues Scales  (35)
   Chord Studies  (24)
   Ear Training  (17)
   II-V-I Patterns  (19)
   Jazz Standards  (59)
   Modern Improv  (45)
   Practice Habits  (23)
   Rhythm & Time  (15)
   Scale Studies  (51)
   Smooth Jazz & Pop  (10)
   Stylistic Lessons  (26)
   The Blues  (26)
   Triad Pairs  (9)
Lesson Series Deals  (15)
New Lessons  (1)
Sax Lessons  (91)
   Beginner Alto Saxophone  (24)
   Beginner Tenor Saxophone  (14)
   Sax Altissimo  (9)
   Sax Articulation  (5)
   Sax Expression  (9)
   Sax Technique  (10)
   Sax Tone  (19)
   Sight Reading  (0)
Support  (5)
Uncategorized  (0)
   Lesson Subscriptions  (8)
   Skype Lessons  (2)




Recent Reviews

	
	
	
	
		



		Mastering the Dominant Pentatonic Sound over a Blues (Digital PDF Book)
	

	
	
	by Andy	

	
	
	
	
	
	
		



		Mastering the Dominant Pentatonic Sound over a Blues (Digital PDF Book)
	

	Rated 5 out of 5

	
	by Russ	

	
	
	
	
	
	
		



		Creating Modern II-V-I Lines with Simple Pentatonics Lesson
	

	Rated 5 out of 5

	
	by Timothy	

	
	
	
	
	
	
		



		The Best Embouchure for Tone, Intonation and Endurance Lesson
	

	Rated 5 out of 5

	
	by Ray Holland	

	
	



Top Rated Products

	
	
	
		



		Mastering the Major Bebop Scale & Sound (Digital PDF Book)
	

			Rated 5.00 out of 5
	
	$14.99
	
	
	
	
		



		The Style of Dexter Gordon-Lady Bird Lesson 1
	

			Rated 5.00 out of 5
	
	$9.99
	
	
	
	
		



		Tune of the Week-Days of Wine and Roses Lesson
	

			Rated 5.00 out of 5
	
	$9.99
	



Footer
Recent Comments

	Grahame Easthope on Theo Wanne Lakshmi Gold Tenor Saxophone Mouthpiece Review
	Grahame Easthope on Theo Wanne Lakshmi Gold Tenor Saxophone Mouthpiece Review
	John Thrower on Drake David Sanborn Master Series 7 & 8 Alto Saxophone Mouthpiece Review
	Steve on Theo Wanne NY Bros Alto Saxophone Mouthpiece Review
	Daryl on Theo Wanne NY Bros Alto Saxophone Mouthpiece Review




Top rated products

	
	
	
		



		Mastering the Major Bebop Scale & Sound (Digital PDF Book)
	

			Rated 5.00 out of 5
	
	$14.99
	
	
	
	
		



		Tune of the Week-Softly as a Morning Sunrise Lesson
	

			Rated 5.00 out of 5
	
	$9.99
	
	
	
	
		



		The Style of Dexter Gordon-Lady Bird Lesson 1
	

			Rated 5.00 out of 5
	
	$9.99
	
	
	
	
		



		Tune of the Week-Days of Wine and Roses Lesson
	

			Rated 5.00 out of 5
	
	$9.99
	
	
	
	
		



		Tune of the Week-Invitation
	

			Rated 5.00 out of 5
	
	$9.99
	




Product tags

alto sax
alto saxophone
approach notes
audio lesson
bebop scale
beginner
beginner saxophone
blues
blues licks
blues patterns
blues scale
blues scales
diminished scale
dominant chords
ear training
fundamentals
II-V-I
improvisation
jazz improvisation
jazz lines
jazz patterns
jazz sax
jazz saxophone
jazz standard
jazz standards
licks
Mastering the Blues Scale
Michael Brecker
modern improv
modern improvisation
online lesson
patterns
playing outside
practice habits
reading music
sax basics
sax lessons
saxophone
scales
smooth jazz
steve neff
tenor sax
tenor saxophone
video lesson
video lessons





	Instagram
	Facebook
	Twitter
	SUPPORT


Neffmusic © 2005–2024

    
    
    
    
  			
				

	

	
		
			

			

			

		

		
			
				

				
				
				
				
				
					
						
							

						

					

				

			

			
				

			

			
			
			
				

			

		

	



	
	









































































